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Introduction to Apologetics 
 

I. The Definition of Apologetics 
 

“Apologetics is simply to defend the faith, and thereby destroy arguments and every 
proud obstacle against the knowledge of God (2 Cor 10:5). It is opening the door, 
clearing the rubble, and getting rid of the hurdles so that people can come to Christ.” 
(TEA 9) 

 
A. Eytmology 

1. From the Greek απολογια, referring to a legal defense in court. 
2. 1) verbal defence, speech in defence; 2) a reasoned statement or 

argument (Thayer) 
3. Biblical occurrences (απολογια and απολογεομαι): Luke 12:11; 21:14; 

Acts 19:33; 22:1; 24:10; 25:8, 16; 26:1, 2; Rom 2:15; 1 Cor 9:3; 2 Cor 
7:11; 12:19; Phil 1:7, 17; 2 Tim 4:16; 1 Pet 3:15 
 

B. Definition: The branch of Christian theology focused on providing a rational 
warrant for the truthfulness of biblical claims. 

 
II. The Nature of Apologetics 
 

A. Theological Setting: 
1. Connected primarily to general, not special, revelation.  

a. General revelation is the primary source material for apologetics 
(closely related with “natural theology”).  

b. Special revelation is the primary source material for theology proper 
and its various components specifically (e.g., Christology, Eschatology, 
Pneumatology, etc.). 

2. Reasons from concepts and propositions (that can, in principle, be) 
common to both believers and unbelievers 
 

B. Types of 
1. Offensive – Makes arguments for the truth of Christianity 
2. Defensive – Gives answers to objections against Christianity 

 
C. Approaches to 

1. Evidential – An approach based on evidence. Assumes the participants in 
the discussion have the capacity and are willing to objectively and 
honestly evaluate arguments based on their merits and draw appropriate 
conclusions. As such, the goal of the apologist is to clearly state 
arguments, defend them from objections, and request the respondent to 
submit to the evidence. 

2. Presuppositional – An approach based on presuppositions. Assumes that 
there is no such thing as neutrality (or objectivity). Christians accept 
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apologetic arguments because they make Christian assumptions; non-
Christians reject apologetic arguments because they make non-Christian 
assumptions. As such, the goal of the apologist is to clearly identify, 
explicitly state, and formally challenge the faulty presuppositions in 
question. 

 
III. The Role of Apologetics 
 

A. In Evangelism 
1. Removes intellectual barriers to faith 
2. Exposes spiritual/willful barriers to faith 
3. Gives rational warrant for faith 

 
B. In Discipleship 

1. Necessary for having a rationally justified faith (N.B. not for having “true 
faith”!) 

a. Craig disagrees: argues that Christianity may be subjectively known to 
be true based on verses such as Rom 8:14-16; 1 John 2:27; 5:6-10. 
That is, the Holy Spirit may give someone immediate knowledge of 
Christianity’s truthfulness 

b. Contra Craig: The “inner witness of the Spirit” 
i. Is probably an incorrect understanding of each passage 
ii. Would be insufficient to provide warrant for belief (cf. “the burning in 

the bosom”) 
iii. Assumes rationalism over empiricism (highly contestable); cf. 

evidentialism vs. presuppositionalism 
2. Deepens one’s understanding of Christianity 

 
C. In the Culture: “It is not implausible that robust apologetics is a necessary 

ingredient in fostering a milieu in which evangelization can be most effectively 
pursued in contemporary Western society and those societies increasingly 
influenced by it.” (22) 
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Faith and Reason 
  

Can we know Christianity is true? What is the relationship between faith and reason? 
 
I. Important Terms 
 

A. Truth 
1. Correspondence Theory 
2. Pragmatic/Functional 

 
B. Knowledge 

1. Objective Knowledge 
2. Subjective Knowledge 

 
C. Reason 

1. Acts of Reason 
a. Simple apprehension – Laying hold of what a thing is 
b. Judgment – Laying of whether or not a thing is 
c. Reasoning – Proceeding from premises to conclusions, or from known 

truth to knew truth 
2. Objects of Reason: whatever the mind can know by reason, 

corresponding to the three acts: in short, some things are only revealed by 
general revelation, and thus knowable only by unaided reason; some 
things are revealed by general revelation but are also affirmed in special 
revelation, and as such, can be known by reason or by faith; some things 
are not revealed by general revelation, but are revealed by special 
revelation, and as such are known only by faith. 
 

D. Faith 
1. Definition of faith: 

a. Popular: “accepting something against the evidence.” (23) 
b. Reserved: accepting something in absence of evidence 
c. Correct: “Faith is a personal trust in someone or something” (28) 

2. Acts of Faith (Aspects of faith?) 
a. Emotional – Feeling assured based on expecting hope 
b. Intellectual – Apprehending truths about God 
c. Volitional – Commitment to the truth, characterized as “faithfulness” 

3. Objects of Faith: “The person or thing in which one trusts”(30) 
 
“In Numbers 14, Israel knew (believed) that God was able to bring them into the land, 
but they did not trust him to do it for them.” (31) 
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II. Relationship between Faith and Reason 
 

A. Faith absent reason – “Matters of faith are private and matters of reason are 
public” (31) 

1. Cf. Gould’s NOMA 
2. Insufficient, as some aspects of Christianity are public (e.g., the 

resurrection of Jesus) 
 

B. Faith against reason – Fideism, the idea that you must simply believe matters 
of faith, that you cannot reason about them. 

1. Insufficient, because it leaves unexplained how we are to know what to 
believe. 

2. Self-defeating, because arguments in favor of fideism assuming validity of 
reason. 

 
C. Faith and reason (Or reasonable faith) 

1. The role of reason – Provides rational for faith, thus: 
a. The Scripture mandates it (1 Pet 3:15; Jude 3) 
b. Christianity is proven reasonable (“You can, so you should”) 
c. The Apostles employed it 
d. The Holy Spirit may well use evidence to open people’s hearts. 

Evidence can: 
i. Answer honest questions 
ii. Can expose dishonest questions as spiritual problems 
iii. Build up the faith of a believer 

2. Role of faith – Assents to what is proven reasonable (not proven by 
reason) 

a. Reason prior to faith 
i. Proves the preambles of faith, but does not produce faith, for “faith 

involves will (freedom) and reason doesn’t coerce the will.” (35) 
ii. Some reasons may be good, others bad, but always preceded by 

reason. 
b. “Reason does not cause faith, but our faith is not unreasonable.” (36) 


