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Christianity and Other Faiths II 
 
I. Mormonism 

 
A. Challenges to Effective Apologetics 

1. Overemphasis on doctrinal differences 
a. Tendency to regard Mormons as “the other” 
b. Creates “caricatures” of LDS faith (strawman) 
c. Leads the Mormon feeling as if his faith has been distorted 

2. Underemphasis on doctrinal differences 
a. Treats Mormonism as if it were “just another heresy” 
b. Treats Mormonism as if doctrinal differences are of secondary tertiary 

nature 
i. Primary doctrines – those that pertain directly to salvation (e.g., 

salvation not by works) 
ii. Secondary doctrines – those that are central Christian truths, but do 

not pertain directly to salvation (e.g., the Trinity, the nature of the 
Church) 

iii. Tertiary doctrines – those that are peripheral to Christian theology 
but not central to Christian faith (e.g., age of the earth, 
millennialism) 

3. Lack of systematic Mormon theology 
a. In general, given lack of interest in systematic theology and philosophy 
b. Among laity, given that many Mormons: 

i. Are not familiar with the tenets of their own faith (cf. Christians) 
ii. Have been heavily influenced by Christian thinkers (e.g., Lewis) 

and even have more Christian than LDS ideas on some things 
4. Mormon apologists 

a. Primarily use offensive tactics to cast doubt on major doctrinal claims 
b. Requires strong ability to defend such basic notions as monotheism, 

the Trinity, the closed canon, etc. 
c. Require strong grasp of the Mormonism 

i. Important to show differences in Christian and Mormon faith without 
creating a strawman 

ii. Be prepared to show internal inconsistencies in Mormon worldview 
iii. Better approach than attempting to discredit Book of Mormon 

and/or Joseph Smith 
iv. Allows you to work from common ground, both with laity and 

apologists 
 

B. Mormonism and Christianity 
1. Strong devotion to Christ and self-identification as Christians 
2. Christian as Religion vs. Christianity as the Way 

a. As religion 
i. That which professes historically orthodox tradition 
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ii. Primarily relates to basic view of God and Christ (Trinitarian 
thought) 

iii. Limited (not not-existent) value, since a) truth is not determined by 
historical pedigree and b) all Protestants diverge in some ways 
from historical Christianity 

b. As the Way 
i. Focused on “the Gospel” 
ii. Strong disagreement on that nature 
iii. Includes lifestyle, but primarily focused on the role of Christ in 

Salvation 
iv. Great (not exclusive) value, since a) shares enough common 

ground to talk about the (exclusive nature of the) Gospel, but b) 
requires (a) for complete conversion away from Mormonism 

3. Fundamental difference on the nature of God and Christ 
a. Of God, that He is bodily and unitarian in Mormonism; spirit and 

Trinitarian in Christianity 
b. Of Christ, that He is a god and finite in Mormonism, God and infinite in 

Christianity 
4. Devotion to Christ 

a. Which Christ? 
b. Necessary, but insufficient, for the term “Christian” 
c. Cf. Gnostics (and Muslims!) 

 
C. The Mormon Worldview 

1. God 
a. Has a body of flesh and blood 
b. Thus, God is literally and exalted man 
c. “God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits 

enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the great secret.” 
d. Doctrine of God and doctrine of humanity are virtually identical 
e. Apparent infinite hierarchy of Gods above God 

2. Mankind 
a. Preexistent and eternal 
b. But begotten by God as His “spirit children” 
c. Has inherent capacity to become a god 
d. Fundamental problem is not sin, but rather unexalted state 

3. Creation 
a. Universe is eternal/uncreated (D&C 93:33) 
b. Was formed out of preexisting (and eternal) matter (order out of chaos) 
c. Human beings are uncreated and like Christ are eternal with God 

(D&C 93:21-29) 
d. Humans, like God, are a basic part of ultimate reality and are self-

existent 
4. Nature 

a. Monistic (metaphysical naturalism) 
b. “there is no such thing as immaterial matter” (D&C 131:7-8) 
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c. All “spirits” are really made of matter than can only be seen with “purer 
eyes” (ibid.) 

d. Thus, God is a material being 
5. Implications and Problems 

a. Difficulty accounting for objective moral values 
b. Difficulty with scientific, philosophical, and scriptural evidence for 

creation ex nihilo 
c. Difficulty providing principle of sufficient reason for God and everything 

else 
d. Difficulty accounting for unity of personhood, libertarian free will, etc. 
e. Difficulty with Problem of Evil, since there is no way to see how God 

could ultimately defeat evil, as evil seems to be an eternal element of 
the eternal cosmos 
 

D. Defending the Trinity 
1. Common acknowledgment of three Persons of the Godhead (Father, Son, 

Spirit); See unity of Persons as functional rather than ontological 
2. Emphasis on monotheism 

a. First three premises of standard Trinitarian argument accepted; fourth 
is not 

b. Ontological identity of Christ with God 
i. Undisputed historical (creedal) position 
ii. Biblical evidence: Matt 28:19; John 1:1; 8:58; 10:30; Heb 1:3 

3. See Trinitarianism as self-contradictory (see notes below on Islam and the 
Trinity) 

 
II. Islam 

 
A. Basic Tenets of Islamic Theology 

1. Oneness of God (tawhid) 
2. Messengers of God 
3. Books of God 
4. Angels of God 
5. Judgments of God 
6. Five Pillars: (Confession of faith, daily prayers, giving alms, fasting, 

pilgrimage to Mecca) 
 

B. Theological Challenge 
1. Similarity with Christianity (e.g., Abrahamic religion, strongly monotheistic, 

strong emphasis on ethics, etc.) 
2. Serious theological differences 

a. Doctrine of God 
i. Emphasis on oneness and uniqueness of God 
ii. Cf. “divine simplicity” 
iii. Denies Trinity 

1) Sees Trinity as “one and three at the same time” 



PMIN 205/610 – Apologetics  Lecture 11 Notes 
Chris Morrison, M.A., Assoc. Professor  April 16, 2012 

4 
 

2) Fails to see that Trinity is not one being who is three beings, but 
one being that is three persons (more lit., God is not a being but 
rather being itself) 

3) While not necessarily a product of logic, the Trinity is not 
illogical; moreover, it [the doctrine] was produced as a result of 
reflection on who God is and what God has done, namely, the 
self-revelation. The tawhid must necessary be unknowable and 
is correct insofar as it goes, but the Bible teaches that God was 
revealing Himself in Christ! 

4) Rooted in basic disagreement on who God is and what He has 
done – in Islam, God reveals His will; in Christianity, God has 
revealed His nature. The Trinity is ultimately necessary to 
account for God’s unconditional love, forgiveness in justice, 
mercy, and the Atonement. 

b. Doctrine of Man 
i. Special creation to serve and worship God 
ii. Man not “fallen” and therefore does not need a savior 
iii. No need for atonement 
iv. Man is “saved” by doing good works 
v. No assurance of salvation 
vi. Seems to impugn basic holiness and justice of God 

c. Doctrine of Christ 
i. Acknowledges Jesus’ virgin birth, ability to do miracles, and the title 

Christ (etc.) 
ii. Christ not divine, especially not “Son of God” 
iii. Denies the reality of the resurrection (thus, strong historical 

argument against the faith) 
1) How does the Muslim explain disciples’ belief Jesus was 

crucified and that they made it the cornerstone of Christianity? 
2) No crucifixion, no resurrection; so how do they explain the 

resurrection appearances? 
3) Does God’s “secret” rescuing of Jesus not imply He is involved 

in the greatest act of deception of all time? 
d. Doctrine of Scripture 

i. Many scriptures, but only the Koran is authoritative 
ii. The Bible, like other holy books, has been corrupted 
iii. Intellectual vindication by modern biblical criticism 
iv. Requires strong ability to defend veracity of Scripture 
 


