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The Veracity of Scripture 
 
I. The Origin and Transmission of Bible 

 
A. Modern objections and misunderstandings 

1. Translation of translation of translation means we don’t know meaning 
2. Copies of copies of copies means we can’t know meaning 
3. Some books left out—message shaped by theological bias—original 

meaning lost 
 

B. One Author, many authors 
1. Some 40 authors 
2. Three languages 
3. 1500 year development 

 
C. The Canon 

1. OT 
a. Non-Christian influences 
b. Jewish Canon identical to Protestant Canon 

i. Josephus1 
ii. Talmud2 

2. NT 
a. Myth of development 
b. Tests for discovering canonicity 

i. Apostolic authorship 
ii. Broad ecclesiastical acceptance 
iii. Consistency with Received Doctrine 

 
D. Transmission 

1. “Telephone myth” 
2. Transmission of OT 

a. Scribal precision 
b. Masoretic text 
c. LXX 
d. Comparison to DSS 

3. Transmission of NT 
a. Broad manuscript attestation 
b. 99% of disagreement trivial (remaining differences non-doctrinal) 

 
II. The Trustworthiness of the Bible 

 
A. Basic trustworthiness for believers (Bible is God’s Word; God is trustworthy) 
 
B. Basic trustworthiness for everyone (the nature of Scripture) 

1. The Bible as myth (but Bible not “once upon a time” – falsifiable) 
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2. The Bible as historical fiction (but biblical authors believed they were 
recounting actual events) 

3. The Bible as legend (but not enough time for legendary development; 
usually presumes philosophically naturalistic bias) 

4. The Bible as history 
 

C. Trustworthiness distinct from inspiration, infallibility, and inerrancy 
1. Inspiration essentially Christian belief 

a. Defend against MT (If Christianity is true, the Bible is inspired; the 
Bible is not inspired; therefore, Christianity is not true) 

b. Avoid AC (If Christianity is true, the Bible is inspired; the Bible is 
inspired; therefore, Christianity is not true) 

c. Based on a) Jesus’ authority; b) fulfilled prophecy (see below) 
2. Infallibility (everything the Bible teaches is true) necessarily follows 

inspiration 
3. Inerrancy follows infallibility given narrow construal of “true.”  
 

III. Contradictions in the Bible 
 

A. Argument against inerrancy 
1. Not necessary for broader Christian truth 
2. Even if accepted, only requires broader view of infallibility 

 
B. Kinds of contradictions 

1. Factual – easier to resolve; directly challenge inerrancy 
2. Doctrinal – more serious; directly challenge infallibility 

 
C. General principles 

1. Remember Bible is the Word of God and is trustworthy 
2. Remember inspiration, infallibility, and inerrancy strictly only apply to the 

autographs 
3. Christian has lower burden of proof 
4. Study contexts (do proper exegesis!) 

a. Literary context 
b. Cultural context 
c. Theological context 
d. Historical context 
e. Linguistic context 
 

IV. Fulfilled Prophecies of the Bible 
 

A. God’s own apologetic (Isa 44:7) 
B. Over 25% of Bible is prophecy 
C. Highly specific (as opposed to vague “predictions” others employ) 
D. Pick a few and master their case—too much for both you and the person you 

are talking to if you discuss too many 
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END NOTES 
 

1. For we have not an innumerable multitude of books among us, disagreeing from 
and contradicting one another, [as the Greeks have,] but only twenty-two 
books, which contain the records of all the past times; which are justly believed to 
be divine; and of them five belong to Moses, which contain his laws and the 
traditions of the origin of mankind till his death. This interval of time was little 
short of three thousand years; but as to the time from the death of Moses till the 
reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, who reigned after Xerxes, the prophets, who 
were after Moses, wrote down what was done in their times in thirteen books. 
The remaining four books contain hymns to God, and precepts for the conduct of 
human life. 
 

2. Our Rabbis taught: The order of the Prophets is, Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah, and the Twelve Minor Prophets. Let us examine this. 
Hosea came first, as it is written, God spake first to Hosea. But did God speak 
first to Hosea? Were there not many prophets between Moses and Hosea? R. 
Johanan, however, has explained that [what It means is that] he was the first of 
the four prophets who prophesied at that period, namely, Hosea, Isaiah, Amos 
and Micah. Should not then Hosea come first? — Since his prophecy is written 
along with those of Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, and Haggai, Zechariah and 
Malachi came at the end of the prophets, he is reckoned with them. But why 
should he not be written separately and placed first? — Since his book is so 
small, it might be lost [if copied separately]. Let us see again. Isaiah was prior to 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Then why should not Isaiah be placed first? — Because 
the Book of Kings ends with a record of destruction and Jeremiah speaks 
throughout of destruction and Ezekiel commences with destruction and ends with 
consolation and Isaiah is full of consolation; therefore we put destruction next to 
destruction and consolation next to consolation.  
 
The order of the Hagiographa is Ruth, the Book of Psalms, Job, Prophets, 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Lamentations, Daniel and the Scroll of Esther, Ezra 
and Chronicles. Now on the view that Job lived in the days of Moses, should not 
the book of Job come first? — We do not begin with a record of suffering. But 
Ruth also is a record of suffering? — It is a suffering with a sequel [of happiness], 
as R. Johanan said: Why was her name called Ruth? — Because there issued 
from her David who replenished the Holy One, blessed be He, with hymns and 
praises.  
 
Who wrote the Scriptures? — Moses wrote his own book and the portion of 
Balaam and Job. Joshua wrote the book which bears his name and [the last] 
eight verses of the Pentateuch. Samuel wrote the book which bears his name 
and the Book of Judges and Ruth. David wrote the Book of Psalms, including in it 
the work of the elders, namely, Adam, Melchizedek, Abraham, Moses, Heman, 
Yeduthun, Asaph,  

 


