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Defense and Methods of Apologetics 
 

I. Demonstrating the Truth of Christianity 
 

A. “Ethos of demonstration”: Miracles were used to demonstrate the truthfulness 
of a theological claim; though the miracle itself was beyond the power of 
ordinary human ability (including reason) to produce, the miracle gave the 
witness a reason to accept the message. So just as prophets (and Jesus 
Himself) have demonstrated the truth of the faith, so too ought we. 

 
B. Apostolic apologetics: 

1. Mandates: 
a. Peter – 1Pet 3:15 
b. Jude – Jude 3 
c. Paul – Tit 1:9 

2. Models: 
a. Jesus1 

i. Offensive: 
 Modus Ponens: Matt 11:4-6 
 A Fortiori (secular examples: Atticus Finch - Tom Robinson could 

not have beaten Mayella Ewell because the hits would have had to 
come from a left-handed person, and Tom had no use of his left 
hand.): Luke 13:10-17; John 7:21-24 (Note: “how much more” . . . 
arguments, two dozen or more in Scripture) 

ii. Defensive: Matt 22:15-22, Matt 22:23-32 
b. Luke (Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:3) 
c. John 20:30-31 
d. Paul (Acts 17:2-4) 

i. Thessalonica (Athens 17:2)  
ii. Athens (Acts 17:17) 
iii. Corinth (Acts 18:4) 
iv. Ephesus (Acts 19:8-11) 

 
II. Defending Defenses (Objections) 
 

A. “I’ve never seen anybody come to faith in Christ through apologetics.” 
1. Assumes omniscience 
2. Assumes HS uses a- or irrational means in conversion 
3. Ignores biblical evidence (e.g., Acts 17:2ff) 
4. Ignores historical evidence (e.g., C. S. Lewis) 

 

                                                             
1 Jesus: Philosopher and Apologis, http://www.equip.org/articles/jesus-philosopher-and-
apologist 
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B. “But without faith, it is impossible to please God.” 
1. Assumes incorrect definition of faith (blind faith), but cf. 1 Cor 15:12-19 
2. Ignores reason’s role in establishing faith 

 
C. “Just preach the Word, because it will not return void.” 

1. Isa 55:11 does not contain the word “just” 
2. Assumes that God’s “purpose” for His Word is the salvation of any 

particular individual – severely problematic! 
 

D. “What really matters is that you love Jesus and are willing to be used.” 
1. Assumes that reasoning is not part of loving God 
2. Loving Jesus requires keeping His commands (John 14:15), but Jesus 

requires us to love God with all our mind (Mark 12:30) 
 
III. Tactics: Ask the right questions 
 

A. “What do you mean by that?” 
1. Shows interest in opposing view 
2. Ensures response to proper objection (“Let me see if I am hearing you 

right) 
 

B. “How did you come to that conclusion?” 
1. Requires them to state their own warrant 
2. Shifts burden of proof 

 
C. “Have you ever considered . . .?” 

 


