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THE PROBLEMS OF EVIL AND HELL 
 
I. The Nature of the Problem 
 

A. The Problem of Evil simply stated: If God is so good and so powerful, why 
does bad stuff happen? 

 
“Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is not omnipotent. Is he 
able, but not willing? Then he is malevolent. Is he both able and willing? Then 
whence cometh evil? Is he neither able nor willing? Then why call him God?” 
Epicurus 

 
B. The Logical Problem of Evil 

1. God exists. 
2. God is omnipotent, omniscient, and perfectly good. 
3. A perfectly good being would want to prevent all evils. 
4. An omniscient being knows every way in which evils can come into 

existence. 
5. An omnipotent being, who knows every way in which an evil can come 

into existence, has the power to prevent that evil from coming into 
existence. 

6. A being who knows every way in which an evil can come into existence, 
who is able to prevent that evil from coming into existence, and who wants 
to do so, would prevent the existence of that evil. 

7. If there exists an omnipotent, omniscient, and perfectly good being, then 
no evil exists. 

8. Evil exists (logical contradiction). 
 

C. The Evidential Problem (Rowe) 
1. There exist instances of intense suffering which an omnipotent, omniscient 

being could have prevented without thereby losing some greater good or 
permitting some evil equally bad or worse.  

2. An omniscient, wholly good being would prevent the occurrence of any 
intense suffering it could, unless it could not do so without thereby losing 
some greater good or permitting some evil equally bad or worse.  

3. (Therefore) There does not exist an omnipotent, omniscient, wholly good 
being 
 

D. Only positive argument against Theism 
 
II. Responding to the PoE 
 

A. Types of problems 
1. Emotional: cannot be answered, nor should it be. Evil is supposed to hurt! 
2. Rational: can be answered, but will not make a person feel better 
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B. The logical problem: no necessary contradiction  
1. (3) not necessarily true – ALL evils? 
2. (4) not necessarily true – some evils not logically possible to prevent 

C. Evidential problem 
1. More difficult, more limited 
2. Assumes gratuitous evil 

a. Deny gratuitous evil, deny problem 
b. Accept gratuitous evil, deal with problem 

i. Gratuitous evil seems to exist 
ii. Problem with (2) – assumes there are no reasons God would allow 

gratuitous evil 
 

D. A Framework for Answering the Problem of Evil:  
1. FRET 

a. The Free Will Defense 
b. The Regular World Defense 
c. The Equality Defense 

i. Of knowledge 
ii. Of righteousness 

d.  Tough Love Defense 
2. Bad response: Greater Good: “God allows evil so that He may use it to 

bring about a greater good” 
a. How can we objectively “weigh” the good against the bad? 
b. Proper: God allows evil and often uses it to bring about (a greater) 

good 
 
 
III. Hell: A Special Case of the Problem of Evil  
  

A. A loving-God would not send billions of people to Hell? 
 
B. Would God send anyone to Hell? 

1. If yes, Hell can be logically justified 
2. If no, “billions” doesn’t matter 

a. What about objectively evil people (Hitler)? 
b. What about God’s nature (justice)? 
c. What about those who do not want to be in God’s presence? 
d. What would an afterlife full of people who have chosen evil look like? 

 
C. A loving God would not torture people for all of eternity. 

1. Nature of Hell – internal vs external torment (lit. fire vs. judgment) 
2. “The gates of Hell are locked from the inside” 

 
D. Hell isn’t really even taught in Scripture: cf. Matt 25:31-46; Rev. 20:11-15 
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E. Hell is not permanent: cf. Rev 20:10 
 

F. What about those who have never heard? 
1. Nature of question: special case of general question – do all people who 

do not actively place their faith in Christ go to Hell? 
a. Seems “No” 

i. Babies (cf. Deut 1:39; Job 3:16-17; Ezek 16:20-21) 
ii. Severely mentally disabled? 

b. Requires more than knee-jerk reaction 
2. Basis for condemnation not sin, but state (Rev. 20:11-15) 

a. Are we added to or taken out of the Book of Life? 
b. What removes us from the Book of Life? 

i. Rejection of the Gospel (John 3:18) 
ii. Rejection of God’s People (Psalm 69:28; Matt 25:31-46) 

c. Rejection of General Revelation (Rom. 1:18-32) 
i. Specific repudiation of idolatry/polytheism 
ii. Presumes Jewish witness of monotheism to the Roman world 
iii. Rejection played out in embracement/approval of evil (judicial 

hardening of the heart; cf. Pharaoh) 
3. Does God have the right to save the wicked? 

a. He exercises it every time He saves one in Christ! 
b. But no obligation; balance of mercy and holiness (not grace and 

justice!) 
4. No final answer! Principle: do not say more than the text says, but say at 

least what the text says. 
 
IV. Turning the Problem of Evil into the Proof of God from Evil 
 

 If objective evil exists, objective good exists 

 If objective good and evil exists, objective moral values exist 

 If objective moral values exist, God exists 

 Objective moral values exist 

 Therefore, God exists 


