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APOLOGETICS, NATURAL LAW, AND CULTURE 
 
Introduction: Where does Christianity meet culture? Accepted that it has private impact, 
but where does and should it have a public impact? How should it have a public impact, 
especially in a pluralistic society that sees all worldviews as equally valid? 
 
I. The Nature of Truth 
 

A. Truth as a common basis 
1. The existence of truth 
2. The knowability of truth 
3. The commonality of truth 
4. The nature of truth 

a. Definition: Correspondence vs. Coherence 
b. Based on the Law of Non-Contradiction 
c. “Anyone who denies the law of non-contradiction should be beaten and 

burned until he admits that to be beaten is not the same as not to be 
beaten, and to be burned is not the same as not to be burned” ~ 
Avicenna  

 
B. Postmodernism’s denial of truth 

1. The non-existence of truth 
2. The relativity of truth 
3. No common ground for knowledge 
4. Representative Epistemology vs. Moderate Realism 
5. Being imported into Christianity 

 
II. The Implications of Truth 
 

A. Ethical Considerations 
1. No truth = no ethical judgments (tolerance) 
2. Tolerance self-refuting (“Do not judge” is an ethical judgment) 
3. Tolerance is ethically insufficient (9/11; slavery; rape) 
4. Tolerance is a denial of ethics (nothing wrong or right) 

 
B. Legal Considerations 

1. All laws legislate morality 
a. Explicitly moral laws (don’t murder) 
b. Conventionally moral laws (don’t exceed 55 mph) – still based on 

explicitly moral laws 
c. Necessary, not just a goal (justice, fairness, etc.) 

2. All laws are based on a system of values 
3. Question not should morality be enforced, but which morality should be 

legislated 
4. Church vs. State? 
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a. Morality not religiously grounded (although has necessary religious 
implications) 

b. State not insulated from religion, much less morality 
c. Liberty vs. Ordered Liberty (libertarianism vs. natural law) 

5. Origin of legislated values 
a. Personal – individual relativism; non-debatable, only enforceable 
b. Cultural – cultural relativism; non-debatable, only enforceable 
c. Natural – objective; debatable and enforceable 

6. Pedagogical value of law 
a. Virtuous society more likely to be prosperous society 
b. Virtuous society less likely to be violent society 
c. “In short, the rule of law is necessary to a civil society” 
d. Virtues are not inherent; must be taught 
e. Laws ought to promote virtues 

7. Framework 
a. Is it moral? 
b. Is it a public matter? 
c. The good of society -> The good of the family -> The good of the 

individual 
i. Family, not individual, is the basic unit of society 
ii. Examples of broken order 

a) Fatherless homes 
b) Entitlement mentality 


